
 

Alaska Committee for Noxious & Invasive Plant Management 
Monthly Teleconference Notes 

August 6th, 2014 
9:00 – 10:00am 

Call-in number: 1-800-893-8850 
Passcode: 5711553  
Teleconference Leader:  Louisa Branchflower 
Next month’s meeting is on September 3rd, to be led by Elizabeth Bella 
 

Roll Call: 

Blythe Brown – Kodiak SWCD, Kodiak 
Brianne Blackburn – Alaska Division of Ag, Palmer 
Gino Graziano – UAF CES, Anchorage 
Louisa Branchflower – Palmer SWCD, Palmer 
Mary Stensvold, USDA Forest Service, Sitka  
Trish Wurtz – USFS, Fairbanks 
Steve Seefeldt- UAF CES 
Katrina LeMieux- DOT- Fairbanks 
Janice Chumly- CES 
Beth Schulz- PNWRS- AFSL 
DarcyEtcheverry-Fairbanks 
Brian Maupin- AACD- Juneau 
Danielle from Cordova 
Tim Stallard- Anchorage Park Foundation- Anchorage 
 

Round Robin: 

Interior: 

Darcy- Tenana District- has been working with the flower division at fair- passing out invasive 
plant books, posters for display.  Noticed a lot of the information may be confusing for folks in 

interior, because many plants not present in interior.  Also noticed one bed of primarily invasives 
(poorly maintained bed) there.  Farmers market every Wednesday, hosting booth with extension 

and soil and water folks. 

Trish- Attended neat training last weekend “Pesticides and Fish & Wildlife Resources” taught 
through the National Conservation Training Center of the US Fish and Wildlife Service in 
Portland, OR (see email sent out to listserv).  Vetchbuster’s group- neighborhoods that are 

attacking vetch- want to go out and check out the good work they’ve done.  One neighborhood 
discouraged from attacking vetch because it’s just too much. 

Katrina - Coordinating DOT Right of Way pesticide application with Copper River Watershed 
Project in Cordova. 

Steve - Lady found Nigella (garden flower) in Stormy Creek area.  Not sure if invasive, and he 
asked her to pull it all up (also not sure where it is). 

Southcentral: 



Brianne (on Heather’s behalf)  Heather is working with contractor and herself under DOT to 
spray Canada Thistle, experimenting with a few different types of applications.  Also 

spearheading some advertising/outreach- have had over 60 reports, quite a few turning out to be 
accurate, which is becoming a little overwhelming.  She is also working on Elodea distribution 

map, to be presented at sand lake meeting next week (Aug 12th).  Lastly, she is working with the 
zoo constructing invasive species displays, and hoping to work with them to remove Bird 

Cherries as well. 

Brianne- Recently went for a visit to Jonesville Mine- no plants (Spotted Knapweed) found!   
PSWCD found and reported roadside infestation of clematis on Glenn Hwy (near mile 58).  Also 

working with PMC funds to help draft out aquatic nuisance plan. 

Gino-  Working with phone app, drafting with university of Georgia.  A lot of plant ID questions 
on web portal.  Working with Tyonek TSWCD on plant ID and AKEPIC stuff.  Next week will 
go over to Tyonek and do inventory.  Katie Villano trainings- Gino will be offering bird cherry 

class and spruce grouse.  Extension week- Wednesday, fall weed control do’s and don’ts, Friday 
short intro on invasives.  Going to Turnagin arm to look for Spotted Knapweed along the 

railroad.  

Tim- Sprayed Orange Hawkweed about a month ago, one Spotted Knapweed infestation, a 
number of bird cherry treatments, test foliar spring (aquamaster glyphosate), stump applications, 

and other.  Anchorage Weed Smackdown this Saturday (August 9th)-  Bird Cherry will be the 
target at Valley of the Moon from 10-1.  Also seeing RCG everywhere. 

Louisa- Palmer SWCD had a successful Weed Smackdown in Palmer back in July- over 1,500 
pounds of weeds removed from downtown Palmer and over 60 participants.  Field staff has been 

working to inventory DOT ROW.  Also have been working on managing RCG infestation on 
Cottonwood Creek and in Mat River Park.    

Southwest/Kenai 

Janice- CES- Going to inspect 3rd gravel pit for Weed free gravel.  Some pits multiple times.  
Concept new to owners, starting to take it to heart because new contracts are requiring weed free 
gravel.  Kenai Wildlife Refuge requiring.  (Brianne says BLM requiring too)  Hay producers (7) 

also producing weed free forage.  CWMA planning on attacking bird vetch (plan).  Folks in 
Seward doing great job at controlling Sweetclover.  Fall Dandelion and all Hawkweeds running 

amok. 

Blythe - Kodiak-  Someone dropped a yellow hawkweed on her desk about ½ hour ago- haven’t 
seen it yet in Kodiak, so bad news..  Have had pretty great weather compared to rest of state- 

crews have been out a lot.  Volunteer crew and her 2 person crew.  Trying Milestone on 
Knotweed.  Usually use glyphosate, but can’t wait until fall as recommended, so trying a go with 

the Milestone (showing symptoms).  Another remote Knotweed sight report, but sounds like 
willing owners.  Overwhelmed, but an occasional bright point.  Needs new Orange Hawkweed 

brochures for upcoming fair. (Gino is on it). 

Southeast 



Brian- Juneau- Surveying large RCG patch in Mendenhall wetlands.  EDRR- Perennial 
Sowthistle battle- winning with handpulling (6 years in).  Ornamental Jewelweed, Thistle.  Fall 

Dandelion on road to ski resort.  Permitting for DOT roadsides permits is overwhelming and 
costly- working with Michael Coffey (?) to help waive fee.  (is there a way to streamline?)  

(Trish- said we need to talk about it during conference, figure out how to streamline- maybe 
make a cheat sheet-  Katrina says they are working with program development to help work on 

developing website and making the process more easy, says she is also always available to 
consult with anyone) (Janice has email on way to streamline from DOT- will forward around)  

Will start traveling soon, checking out IPP grant implementation.  Working hard to get $ for next 
year 

Danielle- Cordova-  Smackdown on July 12th- 40 people, over 2000 pounds of White 
Sweetclover pulled.  SAGA crew came in and removed tarp on right of way (RCG) along hwy, 

reseeded with Red Fescue.  Going through checklist for DOT, not having too much trouble, now 
in 30 day waiting period.  Hoping to spray 4 miles of ROW along hwy in early September.  

Needed to notify owner of water source (city), but it wasn’t a big deal.  Sprayed Orange 
Hawkweed a few weeks ago, Common Tansy just reported down by harbor.  Glenn Allen RCG 

reported (small patches) (Don Hoffsteder from watershed project) 

Mary- Flurry of activity on national forest-  Sitka starting to do surveys.  Working with Brian to 
set up CWMA.  Planning on going down to Bulkan mine (SE prince of wales) rare earth mine to 

survey and inventory for invasives (nervous, because been mining there for a long time). 

Libby Bella (via email) -  In elodea news, Beck and Daniels Lake were treated in June with fluridone and 
diquat. Stormy Lake was treated in July. All three lakes have been consistently monitored for water 

quality every two weeks. The USFWS Kenai Field office has continued surveys of these lakes for various 
parameters. Elodea was not evident in subsequent surveys. Refuge volunteers went out with Kenai 

Watershed Forum folks to survey small lakes around the three big lakes in July and did not find any 
subsequent elodea infestations. Follow up treatments for the three lakes will occur in mid-September. 

We have found a huge, spreading population of fall dandelion along the bike path in Soldotna into Kenai 
along Kalifornsky Beach Road. John Morton wrote a Refuge Notebook article about this plant and other 

wind-dispersed non-natives that will appear in this week's Kenai Peninsula Clarion (Friday, online 
Thursday PM). The plant was found in a few locations last year, but is quite widespread all the way down 

to Bridge Access Road this year. 

I will be heading out with our bio-pilot Nate Olson and with NPS (Kenai Fjords)'s Christina Kriedeman 
this Friday (weather permitting) or early next week to survey the final few large lakes on the KP (in NPS 

lands) - Delight, Desire, and Addison Lakes, for elodea. 

 

Genelle Winter (via email)- We have been busy pulling bull, creeping and sow thistle as well as some 
isolated Tansy Ragwort that is on one of our AACD sites. We have made it over to Annette Bay Camp 
three times now and are pleased with the progress there in eliminating Tansy Ragwort from the water 

plant area and in seeing some success with herbicide on the Orange Hawkweed at the Camp site. I feel we 
may have gotten the timing perfect with the weather as it was brutally hot and sunny when we sprayed 



and we had nearly 90% death on the sites we sprayed. Here's hoping it works as that area is on its way to 
becoming a monoculture if we don't stay on it. 

We are just using a glysophate herbicide with a surfactant which isn't ideal but was all that was locally 
available and it is working so we will continue for now. 

The overall numbers of bull thistle on outlying roads continues to decrease and we are hopeful that trend 
will continue with concerted effort on our part. 

 

Board meeting: 

Alaska Committee for Noxious & Invasive Plant Management 

Monthly Board Meeting Notes 

August 6th, 2014 

10:10 - 11:00am 

Roll Call: 

Gino Graziano 
Brianne Blackburn 

Tim Stallard 
Beth Schulz 

Katrina LeMieux 
Blythe Brown 
Mary Stenvold 

Louisa Branchflower 
 

Brianne- Higlighted stuff added to conference planning (conference scheduling email she sent around)- 
 Kenai Peninsula; group doing elodea discussion- survey/ prescription, treatments,  

Matt Steffy Homer SWCD, CWMA permitting and funding process  

USFWS office- non target impact monitoring 

DOT implementation process- lay out (maybe Katrina could spearhead?  She said yes- can tag 
team with Brianne) 

Bill Pyle (Kodiak NWR update)?   Waiting on abstract 

DEC when state pesticide cert is needed (wants to have present, so will attend-) Maybe 
certification and permits (Caren?) 

Any other presentation ideas? 



 Tim had idea from Trish’s email yesterday- salmon specific safety training (Trish could do 
 synopsis of training she just attended) 

 Brianne will meet with Tammy on Friday.  Maybe will talk with Katie Spellman on citizen 
 science BrownDown?  Any other ideas would be good.  

Out of state speaker, not able to travel  

Breakout discussion topics (2 per day of conference?)- maybe a couple people can volunteer to take the 
lead on organizing? (4 for 2 day conference)   

Formal process- make objectives/ more structured.   Gino mentioned training needs for permittees 
(mining operation on public land, or backcountry guides, etc.) wondering if folks have needs for 
training.  Weed Free Forage/Gravel Sessions?  General aquatics (don’t want to do too much, with 
all the Kenai stuff).  Partnerships- statewide management plans but local efforts import too- 
borough and local entity driving funding- how to/   

Training ideas for Thursday’s optional sessions 

AKEPIC Working Session/Training 

Marine/Citizen Science Monitoring 

ROW Vegetation Management 

AIS Field Training (1/2 day)- would like to include field trip- weather depending 

(Gino says CES room not available- Beth says can offer up forest service conference room.  Lindsay may 
have one available as well) ~ 2-3 hour sessions for each, depending. Half day only.   

Maybe we could send out pre-registration for these optional sessions so can figure out which sessions.  
Could do morning and afternoon session too, to limit # of venues needing access to.   

Tim- recommended herbicide session, catering to local herbicide users, timing, applications and 
equipment (non-invasive, landscaper crowd.  Good for us and other folks. ) Could get people CE’s.   

Contact info included with CNIPM agenda (opt out option if people want) 

Pre-conference strategic planning session?? Maybe Monday afternoon?  (Gino can try and reserve room 
at CES for it) 

Evening presentation- “State of invasives in AK” :Monday? Hosted by headlining presenter- don’t have 
that person identified yet. Once we have that person identified, will be able to sort that out better.  Usually 
at UAA, Gino said could use CES classroom too.  Try to involve local people. Public, upper level people.. 
Tim nominates Brianne to lead session on invasive plants (as the state invasive plant coordinator), lack of 
state funding, challenges to Alaksa, etc.    

Anyone know of any political folks that would be good to invite?  Rep. Seaton has been involved before, 
might be good option. 

Newsletter- everyone likes it- distribute electronically. 



CNIPM listserv as start- could forward on to people who don’t participate in listserv.  Distribute 
to legislatures.  Come up with distribution list as board.  (Master gardener group, botanical 
garden, suggestions, etc.) 

Started from publication staff who is interested in putting content together- she is willing to take 
on, and keep eye out for interesting content coming through to include.  Board should keep in 
back of mind to forward any interesting content that comes their way to her.  Quarterly  

Maggie Hess (new staff member) has lots of experience with social media, may be able to help  

Libby Bella (via email):  As far as board tasks go, please let me know whatever needs to be done for the 
conference planning, I will pitch in wherever needed. 

 


