
CNIPM Monthly Teleconference Notes 
 

Teleconference Leader:  Matt Steffy 
Call-in number: 1-800-893-8850 
Passcode: 5711553 
 

 
9-10 a.m. CNIPM Meeting (check all that apply)  
 
Board Member Attendees                                       
X Heather Stewart, Chair (DNR – Plant Materials Center, Palmer) 
X Matt Steffy, Vice-Chair (Homer Soil and Water Conservation District, Homer) 
X Brian Maupin (Alaska Association of Conservation Districts, Juneau)  
☐Genelle Winter (Metlakatla Indian Community) 
X Katrina LeMieux (DOTPF – Maintenance & Operations, Fairbanks) 
X Lindsey Flagstad (UAA- Alaska Natural Heritage Program, Anchorage) 
X Steven Seefeldt (UAF- Cooperative Extension Service, Fairbanks)  
 
Ex-Officio Attendees 
X Aliza Segal (BLM – Anchorage Field Office, Anchorage) 
☐Beth Schultz (USFS – Ecologist, Anchorage)  
☐Chris Overbaugh (NPS – Alaska Regional Office, Anchorage) 
X Elizabeth Bella (FWS – Ecologist, Kenai National Wildlife Refuge, Soldotna) 
 
 
Regular Attendees 
X Aditi Shenoy (Fairbanks Soil and Water Conservation District, Fairbanks) 
X Blythe Brown (Kodiak Soil and Water Conservation District, Kodiak) 
☐Brett Nelson (DOTPF – Northern Region, Fairbanks) 
☐Brianne Blackburn, (DNR – Plant Materials Center, Palmer) 
X Bruce Bennett (Yukon, Whitehorse)  
X Danielle Verna (Copper River Watershed Project, Cordova) 
☐Darcy Etcheverry (UAF – Cooperative Extension Service, Fairbanks) 
☐David Lendrum (UAS – Landscape, Juneau) 
☐Eric Geisler (BLM – Alaska State Office, Anchorage) 
X Gino Graziano (UAF – Cooperative Extension Service, Anchorage) 
☐Janice Chumley (UAF – Cooperative Extension Service, Kenai Peninsula) 
☐John Hudson (FWS – Juneau Field Office, Juneau) 
☐Kim Allen (DNR – Plant Materials Center, Palmer) 
☐Louisa Branchflower (Palmer Soil and Water Conservation District, Palmer)                     
☐Maggie Hess (DOTPF – Maintenance & Operations, Fairbanks) 
☐Mary Stensvold (USFS – Botanist, Sitka) 
☐Miranda Terwilliger (NPS, Wrangell-St. Elias, Glennallen) 
☐Patrick Samson (Kuskokwim River Watershed Council, Bethel) 
☐Phil Kaspari (UAF – Cooperative Extension Service, Delta) 
☐Rob DeVelice (USFS – Chugach National Forest, Anchorage)  
☐Ruth Gronquist (BLM – Central Yukon Field Office, Fairbanks)  
X Tim Stallard (Anchorage Park Foundation, Anchorage) 
☐Trish Wurtz (USFS – Forest Health Protection, Fairbanks)  

February 4th, 2015 



 
Additional Attendees 
☐[Name/agency/location] 
 
Notes from Round Robin (in any order) 
 
Southeast 

• John Hudson (not present, report submitted in advance) 
o Met with AACD Juneau staff to plan invasive plant management activities in Juneau for 2015: 

 Third round of glyphosate application to reed canarygrass and Bohemian knotweed 
infestations throughout the borough 

 Completion of reed canarygrass inventory in the Mendenhall Wetlands State Game 
Refugefirst application of Glyphosate to reed canarygrass and other priority species in the 
Auke Lake and Peterson Creek watersheds 

 Herbicide treatment of large perennial sowthistle infestation that has not responded well 
to hand-pulling; herbicide treatment of newly discovered sowthistle infestations near 
Mendenhall Wetlands State Game Refuge 

 Manual control of Ornamental Jewelweed at two sites 
• Brian Maupin 

o Getting last season done and reported. RFP’s for IPP grant this year will be out soon. Open for 
about 30 days after released. Will be out on CNIPM listserve. Expect competitive field. DEC 
ruling on district employees may affect who can do applications. Could be a big deal. Effects 
EDRR. Will be speaking to NRCDB at March 3rd meeting.  

• Genelle Winter (not present, report submitted in advance) 
o I just got back from an awesome two weeks off, so I am just getting back into the swing of 

things. I am finalizing my presentation for next week at the AFE with Gino and the gang and 
looking forward to that. I am still trying to finish the last items to complete my grant closure with 
AACD for the monies we got last summer. Can't seem to get them the right paperwork for some 
reason ... but I will get that and we are working on plans to get this season up and running with a 
crew that we hire and train earlier we hope. Other than that, nothing super intense going on other 
than getting our plans in place for pesticide training etc.  

 
 
Southcentral/ Southwest 
• Blythe Brown 

o Not a lot going on. Refuge is working on activity reports for last season. Interviewing volunteers for 
next field season. Working on other projects right now. Financial future for district is a concern. 
DEC recent ruling could be of significant impact to operations. 

• Libby Bella 
o Will speak at Alaska Forum on the Environment on Elodea, not much else going on. Kenai 

Peninsula book store owner Peggy Mullen has organized a Kenai Climate Change Workshop for 
March 28th, The format will be a number of speakers on various topics of interest, including invasive 
species, adaptation forestry, and fisheries in the context of climate change on the Kenai Peninsula, 
and some structured discussion time in between talks at the end of the day. The workshop will be 
free and open to the public. http://kenaichange.org/ . The workshop will be a the Kenai Peninsula 
College from 9AM-5PM 

• Matt Steffy 
o Working with Heather and team for the Statewide Elodea Plan. Also working on IPMP for upcoming 

ROW “Hit Squad” project to be implemented this summer by Kenai Peninsula CWMA. John 
Morton has submitted request for funding for the project through a USFWS funding mechanism. 
Projected cost of $25k could be covered from that source. Bird vetch, white sweet clover, and reed 

http://kenaichange.org/


canary grass in right-of-ways in DOT and Kenai Peninsula Borough will be targeted. Seasonal staff 
will be hired by HSWCD and supervised by Matt. Concern over DEC ruling pertaining to 
Conservation Districts as well. Presenting at upcoming Kachemak Bay Science Conference 
http://kbayscience.org on Kenai Peninsula Elodea Project. Edgar Orejuela (Kenai Watershed Forum) 
will also be presenting on reed canary grass efforts and CWMA strategic plan component. 1st quarter 
CWMA meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, February 10th and will cover plans for the upcoming 
season http://www.kenaiweeds.org/. 

• Danielle Verna 
o Working on Elodea community meeting scheduled for March 3rd -4th  in Cordova. Flyer and agenda 

have been released. Teleconference for Copper River CWMA held yesterday, weed smackdown in 
Glenallen this summer, some herbicide applications in ROW and gravel pits planned for this season. 
Recent Pathway Risk Assessment webinar was very good. Still available on website for those 
interested. http://www.eli.org/events/pathway-risk-assessment-stopping-invasions-they-start  

 
 
Anchorage/Palmer 
• Gino Graziano 

o Alaska Forum on the Environment next week. Libby, Tim, Genelle, and Steve Ebert will be 
speaking at an invasive species session coordinated by Gino. Teacher workshop next Wednesday 
discussing chokecherry invasions.  

• Tim Stallard 
o Working on Anchorage CWMA european bird cherry management plan. Meeting next Monday with 

Anchorage parks to present draft season works plan. Presenting bird cherry control project at Rogers 
Park Community Council meeting, with Gino present. Bark spray with garlon ultra. Community had 
mixed feelings last season. Lori Thorpe from BLM contacted contractors at JBER to come to 
Anchorage CWMA Meeting. Working on Control section of strategic plan. Will put out some draft 
info soon to CNIPM. 

• Heather Stewart 
o Kim Allen has kept facebook page going. New report of Elodea through FB page on Hewitt Lake in 

Skwentna. Needs to be verified. Good service provided by the facebook page. Statewide Elodea plan 
is coming along very well. Contributions are coming in and being compiled. Will have next meeting 
soon. Working on draft forms for EA for Anchorage Lakes to use fluridone to treat Elodea this 
season. Cordova Elodea meeting coming up in March, first week. Talking with DEC and ADFG to 
recognize integrated water quality assessment protocol, impaired water body does not currently 
include invasive impairment. Weed Free forage and Gravel Updates are in progress. Revegetation 
workshop during this last CNIPM conference has continued conversation with DOT at several 
meetings and we have kept the program plugged and advertised. House Bill 53 introduced into 
legislature that will change public information process during application to state lands or state 
leased lands. Encourage everyone to read up on it. 
http://www.legis.state.ak.us/basis/get_bill.asp?session=29&bill=HB0053  

• Lindsey Flagstad 
o All 2014 records available through data portal. 2,000 pending submissions, 8,000 uploaded. Still 

taking submissions if you haven’t submitted yet. Good spread of data. Seven new species, nothing 
too alarming. AKNHP did well in recent prioritization discussion at UAA. 

• Aliza Segal 
o Statewide BLM reviewing BMP for permitted operators on BLM land. Internal review will be 

followed by requested input from larger CNIPM community. Statewide BLM invasvie species 
policy is being developed as well. Lori Thorpe has been working with Joint Base Elmendorf-
Richardson (JBER) to get invasive species work into their management strategies. EA for invasive 
control at Campbell tract in Anchorage is in progress. 

 

http://kbayscience.org/
http://www.kenaiweeds.org/
http://www.eli.org/events/pathway-risk-assessment-stopping-invasions-they-start
http://www.legis.state.ak.us/basis/get_bill.asp?session=29&bill=HB0053


Fairbanks/Interior 
• Bruce Bennett 

o Yukon Invasive Species Council will be meeting later today for the first time ever. Discussion on 
certain species classifications. Prunus padus and other ornamentals sold in the area are not yet 
generally accepted as invasive in nature. Bruce will give updates. Hoping for some information 
from some other higher level government meetings regarding invasive species. 

• Aditi Shenoy 
o Elodea steering committee met last week. DNR, SePRO, work on ADFG, FSWCD participated. 

Reviewed results from mechanical removal work on Chena Slough performed so far. Plan is to 
move forward with herbicide treatment for Chena Slough and Chena Lake. Fundraising, 
education, and outreach will take place this season, along with the formulating of an IPMP. The 
goal is the application of fluridone during the 2016 season. FSWCD will continue work this 
season with USFWS (Yukon Flats Refuge) on white sweetclover eradication in villages along 
the Yukon River. A comprehensive vegetation management plan will be prepared for Fort 
Yukon. 

• Katrina Lemieux 
o Working on finalizing DOT IVMP website details. Forms and checklists have been revised and 

website should be operational soon. 
• Steve Seefeldt 

o Nothing to report. 
 
 
10-11 a.m. Board Meeting (check all that apply) 
 
Board Member Attendees                                       
X Heather Stewart, Chair (DNR – Plant Materials Center, Palmer) 
X Matt Steffy, Vice-Chair (Homer Soil and Water Conservation District, Homer) 
X Brian Maupin (Alaska Association of Conservation Districts, Juneau)  
☐Genelle Winter (Metlakatla Indian Community) 
X Katrina LeMieux (DOTPF – Maintenance & Operations, Fairbanks) 
X Lindsey Flagstad (UAA- Alaska Natural Heritage Program, Anchorage) 
X Steven Seefeldt (UAF- Cooperative Extension Service, Fairbanks)  
 
Ex-Officio Attendees 
X Aliza Segal (BLM – Anchorage Field Office, Anchorage) 
☐Beth Schultz (USFS – Ecologist, Anchorage)  
☐Chris Overbaugh (NPS – Alaska Regional Office, Anchorage) 
X Elizabeth Bella (FWS – Ecologist, Kenai National Wildlife Refuge, Soldotna) 
 
Additional Attendees 
X Gino Graziano 
X Tim Stallard 
X Blythe Brown 
                                                                                
Discussion Points 
• Conference Planning 
• Strategic Plan Updates 
 
Conference in for 2015 will be in Juneau. 
Gino has contacted Juneau folks to begin conference planning. Locations, venues, etc. 



Brian will coordinate with Gino on some of the planning information. October 27th&28th, with workshops on 
the 29th. Never been in Juneau before. Themes: Steve: How about Early Detection Rapid Response (EDRR)? 
Brian likes that idea too. This is a very important aspect of our job. General board support. 
 Neonicotinoid ban supporter (Food Something Something Group) spoke with Steve recently. Steve tried to 
educate him about importance of having the right tools in your toolbox without excluding some unnecessarily. 
Plant Materials Center had a lot of discussion on that topic as well (Heather). Motivation of Neonicotinoid ban 
mixed in theory, some honey bee colony collapse disorder (CCD) concerns that are not universally agreed on, 
other ecological concerns (birds impacted by insect populations, etc). Follow HB20 
https://trackbill.com/bill/AK/29/HB20/ban-neonicotinoid-pesticides during this session.   
Keynote Speaker. Brian: Suggests Tim Miller http://css.wsu.edu/people/faculty/timothy-w-miller/ , knotweed 
and reed canary grass specialist from NW. Good speaker, have used him before. Libby recommends Canadian 
speaker Jeniffer Grenz http://www.iscmv.ca/contact-jennifer-grenz , she will contact her. Gino: Have speakers 
contact him to discuss travel assistance. Steve will contact Tim Miller. Steve expressed interest on what Dr. 
Miller would like to present on. Will pursue topic(s) he has not previously presented on. 
Western Society of Weed Science in Portland second week of March, http://www.wsweedscience.org/annual-
meeting/ . Gino will be attending, Brian is looking into it.  
Facebook page has been going well. We can all share as much as possible by posting directly from our own 
profiles or sending material to Heather heather.stewart@alaska.gov or Kim Allen kim.allen@alaska.gov .  
Steve: Another idea for conference theme could be Integrated Pest Management. Gino: Good opportunity for 
outreach in justification and discussion of herbicide use. Katrina: Should we host open house on the need for, 
use of, herbicides in conjunction with the conference (Monday evening maybe)? Good opportunity for outreach.  
Brian agrees, but who is best to speak? This would be a good pubic interface, particularly with a treasure trove 
of potential experts and advocates in town. Steve: Asks about Mary Heidemann 
(marie.heidemann@alaska.gov), she did IPMP for UAF campus, currently in Juneau. She may be a good 
resource for the conference. She is with DOT in southeast now. Steve has been in contact recently and will 
check with her. Brian will volunteer John Hudson (USFWS) for IPM discussion. John has advocated to bring 
CNIPM to Juneau before and will be a great asset. Katrina will be in Juneau next month and will touch base 
with Mary as well. Gino: Venue recommendations received so far: Centennial Hall 
http://www.juneau.org/centennial/  (not available on third day), Elizabeth Petrovich Hall is available 
http://ephall.org (newer facility), Westmark Baranof http://www.westmarkhotels.com/destinations/juneau-hotel/ 
is another option. Meeting space at Baranof is pretty small. Brian is not as familiar with Petrovich, it’s a newer 
facility. Brian thinks Centennial Hall would be best bet. Matt says he enjoyed it as a venue for previous Alaska 
Recreation and Parks Association conferences. General mutual agreement. 
Matt: Next Alaska Recreation and Parks Association http://www.alaskarpa.org/  annual conference to be hosted 
in Homer, October 2015. Theme: “Be the Difference.” Historically, this conference always has an invasive 
awareness session. He will present a session on an invasive topic, among other sessions, and is open to 
suggestions. Prevention practices during maintenance work suggested by Gino who expressed interest in 
assisting. Other suggestions welcome. 
Strategic Plan https://drive.google.com/folderview?id=0ByIB7te47J81dHhXT0FiakVKR2c&usp=sharing, 
Everyone is still working on it. Lindsey has been working on Accomplishments section, collecting information 
on projects throughout the past.  Steve: Working on Research section, Katie Spellman and Steve got together 
and did some rewrites on that section, she is still working on it. Borrowed some work from Gino. Tim: 
Working on Control section draft and will be sending out soon for feedback. Question: old plan assumed a lot of 
field research on control, but not much funding left there anymore and not much work going on. Curious about 
the boards thoughts on the function of this section what it should provide. Maybe collect case studies from 
around the state to put together work already done and studied? How to incorporate work already done? Broad 
discussion among the board on references to outside material and keeping it relevant. Gino: Maybe we could 
house documents on CNIPM site. Lindsey: Lots of Alaska studies are archived on AKEPIC site 
http://aknhp.uaa.alaska.edu/botany/akepic/publications/. Steve: Was at peony growers conference recently. 
Folks have a good system of sharing information regarding success on different plants in different 
environments, different seasons; provides good observational resource. Lots of variables to consider. May not 
be specific enough to be useful in our field. May be best to just stick with the herbicide labels for application 
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http://css.wsu.edu/people/faculty/timothy-w-miller/
http://www.iscmv.ca/contact-jennifer-grenz
http://www.wsweedscience.org/annual-meeting/
http://www.wsweedscience.org/annual-meeting/
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mailto:kim.allen@alaska.gov
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http://www.alaskarpa.org/
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considerations.  Katrina: If distributing material out to the listserve to view, what is the next step? Do we want 
to distribute to listserve as opposed to board only? What is our timeline of completion? Probably by next 
conference. Libby: Maybe we should keep document review internal with the board before sending out to 
whole listserve. Heather: One year timeline was original goal. Shoot for good rough draft in next month or 
two? Kim can assist with editing and publication format. Matt: Regarding goal for review process, we can 
move officially on adoption no later than next conference. Libby: Goal is next monthly meeting for draft. There 
is a brief discussion on changing March meeting date, due to participant availability. Aliza will host. We will 
keep on the 4th to keep it simple. Libby will check to make sure her latest revision is on google drive. Heather 
has contacted Karin Hendrickson (DEC), who is currently working about one hour a day while recovering from 
recent injuries. Mariah Jerman mariah.jerman@alaska.gov has been assisting with pesticide program and taking 
over a lot of the duties. Please continue to keep Karin in the loop if you contact Mariah. Brian and Matt 
discussed DEC ruling and interpretation. Conservation Districts are considered “State Agencies” in regards to 
herbicide application. Really slowing things down. Blythe: Their program could likely shut down because of 
this. Brian: As IPP coordinator he will likely shift more funding to non-profits and other entities, as they are not 
hindered by this restriction. Need to find more partners. Only effects application on private land by state 
agencies. Gino: Can AACD give money to private contractors? Brian: Yes, I believe so. Some general 
discussion on this, still needs to be clarified. Matt: Will send out reminder on upcoming RCG webinar (Blythe 
has since done this http://www.conservationwebinars.net/webinars/reed-canarygrass-research-and-control-
methods). Tim: What is the boards position on Aquatic Invasive Bill that has been reintroduced by Rep. 
Seaton? Was introduced last year as HB121. Current session proposed as HB 38 
http://www.housemajority.org/2015/01/19/sponsor-statement-hb-38 . Does not seem to be high priority in 
legislation. Lindsey: If bill hasn’t changed, should we send in same letter as last year? Matt: Will speak with 
Seatons office here in Homer and see what we can do to help out. Lindsey: Copy of the letter we sent last year 
are on the google drive, can be reissued. Last year was sent out in March.  

mailto:mariah.jerman@alaska.gov
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