
CNIPM Monthly Teleconference Notes 
September 3, 2014 

 
General Meeting 9-10 AM 
Teleconference Leader:  Elizabeth Bella 
Call-in number: 1-800-893-8850 
Passcode: 5711553 
Next month’s teleconference: October 1, Brianne Blackburn as lead 
 
Attendees:  
David Lendrum - University of Alaska Southeast, Juneau 
Mary Stensvold - USDA Forest Service, Sitka 
Genelle Winter, Metlakatla Indian Community, Metakatla  
Blythe Brown – Kodiak SWCD 
Elizabeth Bella - Kenai National Wildlife Refuge, Soldotna 
Danielle Verna, Copper River Watershed Project, Cordova  
Peter Frank – NPS, Wrangell St. Elias 
Miranda Terwilliger - NPS, Wrangell St. Elias 
Gino Graziano - UAF Cooperative Extension Service, Anchorage 
Tim Stallard - Anchorage Park Foundation, Anchorage 
Heather Stewart - Division of Agriculture, Palmer 
Beth Schulz – USFS, Anchorage 
Aliza Segal - BLM Anchorage Field Office 
Lindsey Flagstad - Alaska Natural Heritage Program, Anchorage 
Louisa Branchflower - Palmer SWCD 
Aditi Shenoy - Fairbanks SWCD  
Trish Wurtz - USFS Forest Health Protection, Fairbanks  
Katrina LeMieux- DOT- Fairbanks 
Maggie Hess- Fairbanks 
Steve Seefeldt - UAF Cooperative Extension Service, Fairbanks 
 
Round Robin:  
 
Southeast: 
 
David – bird vetch control advice (from Steve S.) was good – it worked thus far (2,4 D). Trish interested 
to know if this worked, or just set the vetch back. Her experience is that the vetch will come back the 
next year.  
Amazing crop of orange hawkweed this year in Juneau. In regards to Steve S’s comments earlier – only 
way to control is early control pre-flowering. Is there any options for late season control? Steve thought 
not. Very little dormancy in the seeds. Control chemical options are limited for residential uses. Some 
formulation of Weed Be Gone may be suitable. Gino – actual formulation trichlorpyr, which may not 
work as well. May take two applications. Trials with chlorpyralid and amirpyralid have 90% control then 
no returns next year (good grass cover). Possible to get an emergency permit? Blythe – fall applications 
of Milestone, marking each individual plant to see next year. Steve – Milestone should be fine as in the 
springe everything will die back. Spring application is suitable for Milestone. Blythe – new germination 



all summer long, so spring-type growth of new seeds can continue to be treated. University areas may 
be suitable as they are not residential; label says turf and lawn use is suitable.  
Reed canarygrass control project (John Hudson, USFWS) – no updates. John and Brian Maupin would 
have more information. 
New invasive species control technician on board – she’s in the field already. 
 
Mary – Uranium mine survey – invasive species on haul roads on/near mine where they are doing 
drilling. Amazingly free of invasives – some Ranunculus repens on beach, plus Plantago major and 
Taraxacum officinale. None up and down the mountain. Company is doing steam cleaning. Remaining 
control could be done quickly. 
Kensington Mine survey, near Juneau, coming up. 
Jackie DeMontigny in Wrangell – doing some eradication work, and will be planning to take the 
applicator’s test when possible. Brad Kriekhaus as well.  
Swan Island eradication efforts, for Brassica and bindweed. 
 
Genelle – orange hawkweed disaster area – Annette Bay camp, where it was planted by military. Have 
been spraying it/monitoring every Friday. Some success but it’s a big area. Orange hawkweed slowed 
down but is blooming strongly in cooler fall weather. They have been pulling heads off to prevent it from 
going to seed. 
Elementary school construction barged over 3 dumptruck loads of “soil” to use for landscape material, 
which came from the hospital in Ketchikan. This is bad because it’s solid orange hawkweed where the 
material came from. Not even soil – unusable material. Asked them to take the material back to 
Ketchikan. Sent back one truckload. David was interested in who the landscaping company was. Dawson 
is responsive to community involvement.  
Phenomenal success with tansy at control site – no plants remain. 
 
Southcentral/Southwest: 
 
Blythe – Fair happened this weekend. Worked with Pat from Wildlife Forever (Stop Aquatic Hitchhikers 
Program). New invasive reports from ranch lease, will investigate thistle on horseback. Probably came in 
with feed.  
Summer crew is done. Still doing treatments (fall treatment of knotweed) – will work with Refuge 
volunteer.  
Bill is out on Camp Island at site – GPSing every single plant location across the island.  
 
Danielle – Survey trip, float trip on Gulkana and Copper Rivers to survey for white sweetclover. Surveyed 
25 miles of trail by Eureka. Did not find anything, despite high use. Have been trying flaming first year 
white clover – new approach. Will monitor to see success rate. Kate did a float of Copper – on a stop at 
confluence they found narrowleaf hawksbeard, appeared to be a buffalo grazing area. Took a sample.  
Abstract for invasive species conference submitted. 
Brian Maupin is arriving soon and will be there through Friday. 
 
Elizabeth – elodea post-treatment surveys continue. Surveys scheduled for next week, then second 
round of treatments in mid-September. 
Completed re-survey of 2006 permanent invasive monitoring plots in human footprint areas 
(campgrounds, roads, seismic lines, powerlines, etc.) 
Going to UW invasive species meeting in mid-September to talk about elodea rapid response on the 
Kenai. 



 
 
Miranda and Peter – Narrowleaf hawksbeard on Tazlina/Copper confluence is on NPS land. They are 
looking at ways to control it by hand pulling or flaming. Reported to be about 2 acres, only accessible by 
boat.  
Documented a patch of reed canarygrass in Glenallen, on highway. 
Chemical control for common tansy and hawksbeard in maintenance yard. Tansy was successful, 
hawksbeard not as much, probably need to spray more (only sprayed once). On tansy, used 
aminopyralid. 
Surveys of Copper Lake and Grizzly Lakes for elodea – none found. Will be surveying lakes in and out of 
park for elodea.  
Comments from the community on white sweetclover and hawksbeard - specifically the Glenn Hwy 
between Palmer & Glennallen and especially the fact that these species appear to be going into stream 
channels. Any way to coordinate with DOT to treat/mow? Who works on that part of the state?  
There is also bird cherry showing up between Palmer and Glennallen, Chickaloon area. Heather – 
conversation needed with DOT to determine who will help implement control measures. Gino – talk 
with Palmer SWCD for this area, who may be able to do something with DOT permission/help, since 
there is state/borough/private lands. There are also some State Parks along the way.  
Kenny Lake Fair – citizens were there with specimens to ID.  
 
Anchorage/Palmer: 
 
Gino – went to Tyonek with interns. Not many well established infestations. Will work with Brian 
Maupin for strategies for this area. 
Trainings in Anchorage school district – moose and cherry projects. Collaboration with Katie Spellman 
and Christa Mulder. 
Finishing ROW management publication soon, by end of week. 
Pulled knapweed on Turnagain Arm with Tim, others, and AKRR. Found two plants and that was it, 
revisited all the sites. Probably ones missed last year as rosettes. Will go earlier next year. 
 
Tim – sprayed reed canarygrass. Chasing down new populations coming in on reports. Clipping seeds 
rapidly.  
Large thistle site sprayed with Sue, about 90-95% success rate with Milestone. Will revisit this month. 
Bird vetch at a snow dump site with many invasives – Milestone worked well on bird vetch and white 
sweetclover. Worked on common tansy. 
Bird cherry treatments – hack and squirt, and foliar spraying. Very labor intensive. With Aquamaster – 
was very effective. So much in Anchorage. Project cancelled due to public opposition – would be good to 
bring public in. AKNHP – number of trails were surveyed for his program in 2008-9, didn’t find any along 
coastal trail, but now there are patches.  
Elodea surveys in various water bodies – none found (Westchester Lagoon, Birch Lake, Lower Fire Lake). 
 
Heather –Calling for Brianne too. Thistle –contractor sprayed 8 sites in state owned ROWs. Use 
Milestone, Garlon, or Aquamaster. Success high.  Attacked smaller sites with backpack sprayer in same 
area with Milestone with good success. Will be monitoring sites next spring. 
Outreach online and in print with ADN – in print successful. 60 phone calls to INVASIV number, private 
property with hempnettle.  



Alexander Lake elodea infestation – will go out with ADF&G to do a systematic survey next week. 
Possible source could be Sand Lake resident float plane use. Systematic survey of known lakes will occur 
soon.  
 
Beth – DOT comments. Field crews worked in interior this summer – helipads were all full of invasives. 
Critical situation to address in upcoming CNIPM meeting. Follow up is that helipads are Division of 
Forestry sites in Delta Junction and in Soldotna. DJ was worse with a weed-infested area to cross to 
reach the helicopters.  
Chokecherry phenology surveys, noticed reed canarygrass growing with native grasses. 
Found a Canada red cherry growing along bike trail between Bird Point and Girdwood. Gino has noticed 
a few in Chester Creek greenbelt this summer. 
 
Aliza – Campbell Tract hand pulling efforts along Science Center Road and along Elmore. Got most of the 
flowering plants before setting seeds for sweetclover. Hopefully will use herbicide, will be working on EA 
including scoping meeting. Will contact CNIPM for advice on past experience with EA process. 
AKNHP – did great modeling for land use planning process of highly invasive plants in the future, very 
applicable for planning in watersheds. 
 
Lindsey -  AKEPIC data portal is down with some code issues. Will let everyone know when functional 
again. 
Survey at Valdez Creek, nothing significant found.  
Mostly north slope this summer, nothing significant found. 
Described lake issues back east in Vermont with invasive aquatics. 
 
Louisa – no updates. 
 
Fairbanks/Interior: 
 
Aditi – invasive survey updates – villages on Yukon. Fort Yukon – white sweetclover is rampant, did 
surveys. Also Stevens Village for creeping thistle – was treated last year and did not come back this year. 
Also found a few white sweetclover patches, which were pulled. Also went to Lake Minchumina – not 
many invasives other than hempnettle. Some spiraea hedges at cabin (ornamental?) spreading into 
native vegetation. Lake has been surveyed in prior years for elodea.  
Going to Minto and will check for elodea there, also Birch Creek on Yukon River to check for white 
sweetclover at village and will control it. 
 
Trish – with Nick, redoing surveys in Fairbanks area.  
Contract with airport display changed, so they will have an illuminated display panel in C concourse 
based on Tetlin Refuge display. Heather – add 1-877-INVASIV number if possible. Blythe – asked about 
concessioner for airport signs – Alaska Channel. Interested in getting something in Kodiak airport (but 
they are rethinking airport layout). 
iphone app yet? Darcy and Gino working on it – at University of Georgia being programmed. Draft 
version will be available for trials. Public version possibly next summer after invasive community try it 
out.  
 
Katrina – DOT ROW discussion continues. Maggie will be working on finalizing website to present 
information for users.  



Helipads in interior (Beth mentioned this earlier) – she would like information on locations. Beth will find 
this information.  
 
 
Board Meeting 10-11AM 
 
Gino Graziano 
Brianne Blackburn 
Katrina LeMieux 
Beth Schulz 
Elizabeth Bella 
Pat Tomco 
Lindsey Flagstad 
Mary Stensvold 
Tim Stallard 
Steve Seefeldt 
 
Brianne sent out documents for the upcoming conference. Would like to finalize as much as possible in 
order to get registration open for participants. 
 
Wednesday afternoon schedule is really light. Schedule rearranging discussion to keep conference 
continuity. 
 
Additional speakers and topics discussion. 
 
What areas are being missed may be a good discussion topic. Chris Overbaugh of NPS could give an 
update. This could be a moderated discussion to identify gaps in management. The regional update 
section could be tailored to its own session. The extended discussion would take place after the mini-
regional updates from around the state. Could be moderated by AKNHP with a discussion of AKEPIC data 
possibilities – Lindsay is willing to do this and moderate the talk. What timing would be good? Tuesday 
after lunch to continue discussion throughout the conference. This puts it before citizen science, a great 
natural progression. 
 
Survey results sent around by Brianne for third day workshop topics. Revegetation, herbicide control, 
and ROW vegetation were big hits.  
 
Pat Tomco has new data for herbicide fate/persistence in soil. He would like to present new data – he 
will send abstract to Gino. Steve will send abstract to Gino on his pesticide presentation. He and Brianne 
will refine the topic. Pat has access to analytical facilities at UAA – he may be able to arrange a tour of 
facilities. This sounds very popular with board and likely would be with CNIPM conference participants.  
 
Beth – let her know about room reservations – she can do that this afternoon. Send her an email. 30-40 
people likely, at least 3-4 rooms needed. She has the larger conference room at the USFS freight shed 
reserved from 8AM until 1PM on 10/30.  
 
Tim – presentation by Josh Ream about non-native amphibians. He/Brianne will follow up with Tammy 
and get it on the schedule. Josh has a scheduling conflict and will not be able to attend. 
 



Gino – hotel space reservations. For the workshops – how long should they be? Two hours? We could 
have in hotel conference rooms. Four hours – they could split a room. Cheaper if we go to other 
locations, but is an option to reserve room in hotel once we figure out a length.  
 
Four sessions may be possible – AKEPIC, ROW vegetation, herbicide control, and revegetation – as two 
hour blocks. Participants may be interested in attending all four sessions, which flow together.   
 
Split discussion on aquatic/terrestrial herbicides if we wanted to cover both. Would be good to have 
actual equipment available for hands-on training. PMC has terrestrial equipment, SePro rep can bring 
equipment most likely. 
 
Conference rate discussion – daily rate? Student rate? Gino will check/figure out. 
 
Gino is working on conference budget. Will rework rates with possible third day for training workshop 
sessions. Budgeting how much to charge is tricky depending on contributions. Contributions are 
uncertain this year. Potentially could ask companies (like BP or ConocoPhillips) for contributions. They 
have a contribution process. Various agencies may have some funds (Gino will contact). Alaska Mill & 
Feed may be a possibility – revegetation session may be a draw for them, PMC personnel would be able 
to help teach. Aliza can talk with Alyeska counterparts.  
 
 


